


wherein the fastening member 



side surfaces of siding boards that are 
to erect frontward from the base plate 



comprises a base plate portion abutting against rear 
v^ertically disposed, a support portion that is provided 
portion, and an upper board engaging portion that is 



bent in an oblique upward direction from the support portion, and a lower board engaging 
portion that is bent in an oblique downv^ard direction from the support portion, 

wherein the base plate portion comprises an upper abutting portion and a lower 
abutting portion that abut the underlayn ent at its upper and lower portion, an upper rising 
portion and a lower rising portion that are respectively formed in a frontward rising manner 



from the upper abutting portion and the 



being installed to connect the upper risi: ig portion and the lower rising portion and abutting 
against the rear side surfaces of the sidijig boards, wherein the support portion is formed to be 



erected from the central plate portion, 
wherein the upper rising portion 

plane portion that is arranged to form a 

plate portion, 

wherein the upper rising portion 



lower abutting portion, and a central plate portion 



and the lower rising portion comprise a horizontal 
substantially right angle with respect to the central 



comprises a sloped portion wherein a nail hole which 



is for piercing through the nail is forme i on the sloped portion, 

wherein the lower abutting portipn comprises a screw hole which is for piercing 
through the screw, and 

wherein the nail hole and the sc ew hole are provided at position at which a distance 
from the nail hole to the support portiol and a distance from the screw hole to the support 



portion are substantially equal. 



6. (amended) The fastening m(;mber according to claim 1, wherein the upper 




abutting portion and the lower abutting 



substantially parallel to the central plate portion. 



portion comprise an abutting surface that is 
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(amended) A fastening member that is disposed to bridge over an upper rabbeted 



horizontal edge of a lower siding boan 



and a lower rabbeted horizontal edge of an upper 



siding board for mounting the siding boards to a framework of a building with an 



xmderlayment being interposed betweer 



wherein the fastening member is enabled to be fixed to the framework by a nail or 



ascrew and which the fastening member 



is turned upside down when fixing is performed with 



the screw in contrast to the case in which fixing is performed with the nail. 



wherein the fastening member is 



of a shape that is elongated in lateral directions such 



t 



hat a plurality of studs of the framework 



be connected and fixed and comprises a 



that are disposed in a laterally aligned manner may 



5ase plate portion abutting against rear side surfaces 



of siding boards that are vertically dispos ed, a support portion that is provided to erect 



frontward from the base plate portion, an 



upper board engaging portion that is bent in an 



oblique upward direction from the suppoit portion, and a lower board engaging portion that is 
bent in an oblique downward direction from the support portion, 

wherein the base plate portion comprises an upper abutting portion and a lower 
abutting portion that abut the underlayment at its upper and lower portion, an upper rising 
portion and a lower rising portion that are *espectively formed in a frontward rising manner 
from the upper abutting portion and the lo\^er abutting portion and a central plate portion 



being, installed to connect the upper rising 



portion and the lower rising portion and abutting 



against the rear side surfaces of the siding Ipoards, wherein the support portion is formed to be 
erected from the central plate portion, 

wherein the upper rising portion and the lower rising portion comprise a horizontal 
plane portion that is arranged to form a substantially right angle with respect to the central 
plate portion. 




wherein the upper rising portio i comprises a sloped portion wherein a nail hole which 
is for piercing through the nail is form ?d on the sloped portion, 

wherein the lower abutting por ion comprises a screw hole which is for piercing 
through the screw, and 

wherein the nail hole and the s *rew hole are provided at positions at which a distance 
from the nail hole to the support portion and a distance from the screw hole to the support 
portion are substantially equal. 

8. (amended) A siding boards attachment structure comprises a fastening member 
being disposed on an upper rabbeted horizontal edge and a lower rabbeted horizontal edge of 



a siding board for mounting the sidin 



I board to a framework of a building with a 



underlayment being interposed betwe en, 

wherein the fastening member is enabled to be fixed to the framework by the nail or 
the screw and which the fastening member is turned upside down when fixing is performed 



with the screw in contrast to the case 



in which fixing, is performed with the nail. 



wherein the fastening member comprises a base plate portion abutting against rear 
side surfaces of siding boards that ar j vertically disposed, a support portion that is provided 
to erect frontward from the base plat(; portion, an upper board engaging portion that is bent in 
an oblique upward direction from the support portion, and a lower board engaging portion 
that is bent in an oblique downward direction from the support portion. 



wherein the base plate portior 



comprises an upper abutting portion and a lower 



abutting portion that abut the underlayment at its upper and lower portion, an upper rising 
portion and a lower rising portion tha : are respectively formed in a frontward rising manner 
from the upper abutting portion and t le lower abutting portion and a central plate portion 



being installed to connect the upper rising portion and the lower rising portion and abutting 
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against the rear side surfaces of the siding 
erected from the central plate portion. 



)oards, wherein the support portion is formed to be 




wherein the upper rising portion an i the lower rising portion comprise a horizontal 
plane portion that is arranged to form a substantially right angle with respect to the central 
plate portion, 

wherein the upper rising portion corhprises a sloped portion wherein a nail hole which 
is for piercing through a nail is formed in the sloped portion, 

wherein the lower abutting portion cpmprises a screw hole which is for piercing 
through a screw, 

wherein the base plate portion compiises the nail hole and the screw hole [through 
which a nail and a screw for fixing the fastening member to the framework are pierced and 



that are disposed at positions at] in which th(; 
portion and the distance from the screw hole 
wherein the fastening member is arrj 



distance from the nail hole to the support 
to the support portion are substantially equal, 
Lged such that the nail hole is disposed upward 



of the support portion with the nail being fixed while being pierced through the nail hole in 
case of that the fastening member is fixed to t le framework by the nail, and 

wherein the fastening member is arrar ged such that the screw hole is disposed upward 
of the support portion with the screw being fi ^ed while being pierced through the screw hole 




in case of that the fastening member is fixed 



:o the framework by the screw. 




11. (amended) The siding boards attachment structure according to claim 8, wherein 



the fastening member comprises a protruding ; 



of the upper abutting portion and from a lo\ygr end of the lower abutting portion. 



portion projecting frontward from an upper end 




13. (amended) The siding boards at 



achment structure according to claim 8, wherein 



the upper abutting portion and the lower abi tting portion comprise the abutting surface that is 
substantially parallel to the central plate por ion. 
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14. (amended) A siding boards\attachment structure comprises a fastening member 



being disposed on an upper rabbeted hoj 



a siding board for mounting the siding board to a framework of a building with an 



underlayment being interposed between, 
wherein the fastening member is 



the screw in contrast to the case in whicl 



izontal edge and a lower rabbeted horizontal edge of 



enabled to be fixed to the framework by a nail or a 



screw and which the fastening member i 5 tumed upside down when fixing is performed with 



fixing is performed with the nail, 



wherein the fastening member comprises a shape that is elongated in lateral directions 
and to be fixed in order to connect and fix a plurality of studs of framework that are disposed 
in a laterally aligned manner, wherein two siding board adjoining each other engaged to the 
identical fastening member, 

wherein the fastening member coi nprises the base plate portion abutting against rear 
side surfaces of siding boards that are vertically disposed, the support portion that is provided 
to erect frontward from the base plate por ion, and upper board engaging portion that is bent 
in the oblique upward direction from the support portion, and the lower board engaging 
portion that is bent in the oblique downward direction from the support portion, 

wherein the base plate portion comprises the upper abutting portion and the lower 
abutting portion that abut the underlayment at its upper and lower portion, the upper rising 
portion and the lower rising portion that are respectively formed in the frontward rising 
manner from the upper abutting portion ana the lower abutting portion, and the central plate 



portion being installed to connect the upper 



rising portion and the lower rising portion and 



abutting against the rear side surfaces of the siding boards, wherein the support portion is 
foraied to be erected from the central plate f ortion, 
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